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Biche, a5 also stated by the breeder De Blinde
Hustrazione dal Codice Magliabecchiano

Since its beginning, Chihuahuas have been mistaken with the Mexican hairless dog: actually, in
the early Twenties in books and articles about the breed we could find three different varieties.
being described: smooth coat, long coat and...hairless. Hence, even stories regarding this breed
were attibuted to Chihuahuas, thus creating more confusion. However, most scholars have
always maintained that the origins of the Chihuahua are to be found in Europe and China, and
thatin Mexico there were no dogs before the arrival of the conguistadors.

Clifford Hubbard, a well-nown English authority, supported the theory that Chinuahuas had
originated in Europe and were later introduced into Mexico following Spanish conquistadors. Even
Professor Baliram, Pre-Columbian history expert at the Pusbla University and editor of Mundo
Canino, wrote many articles that were in contrast to the fanciful theories supported by Major
Hundey about the wild origins of Chihuahuas.

Both maintained that there were no evidence of the presence of dogs before the Spanish, adding
thatthe dogs described in the repors of the crude conquistadors, silent and able to ciimb trees,
were Coati Mundi, that is raccoons, and were assimilated to the dogs only because in the Old
World there was no word suitable to name them.

CH La Rex Doll Chicuelo

To supportthe theory of the European origin of the breed, we have a Botiicells fresco inside the Sistine
Chapel, finished in 1482 (hence ten years before the discovery of America) called “The trials of Moses”,
‘where we can actually see a small dog very similar to what is considered o be the original type of the
Chihuahua, even f slightly bigger in size and showing some whippet like elements

We also have the small dog of Malta (Maltese pocket dog or Kelb Tal But, a dog identical to Chihuahuas
‘which is traditionally docked, bred in Malta and camying an open fontanel too. To support the theory of the
Chinese origins, we have the arrival of thousands of people from China due to the discovery of gold in
Califomia and the end of the civil war which brought an opening towards the not previously colonized
‘westem states. Many of these people reached Mexico, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas, spreading to all
latitudes, to become merchants.

The Chinese hypothesis about the origin of the Chihuahua might be supported by the well known taste for
miniature objects that characterizes those people. It is likely that even the Mexican Hairless Dog comes.
from China, just as Mexican authorties believe.

Chinese Crested Dogs made their appearance in Mexico well before Chihuahuas, at a show in Mexico City
in 1785, Its very significant that the first appearance of the Chihuahua in modem age took place along
Mexico border, where these tiny dogs were named ‘Mexican Dogs” or *Arizona's Dogs' also, some of those
small dogs were bought by USA citizens just across the border between El Paso in Texas and Juarez in
Mexico. Juarez s in the State of Chihuahua.
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