             [image: image1.jpg]start breeding them in their estate in Philadelphia. Caranza is considered the modem progenitor
of the breed and the father of the first and original bloodiines Meron and Perrito. Mrs. Ida H.
Garrett, journalist and dog lover, pioneer breeder of Chihuahuas since the end of the Ninateentn
century, developed, together Nirs. Clara Dobbs, the Meron bloodiine which dominated the show
fings for more than 50 years. Mrs. Ida H. Garrett was also secretary and foundress of the
Chihuahua Club of America (CCA).

Clara L. Dobbs 1928 with brood bitch of Meron strain

In one of her writings, Ida H. Garrett tells of a visit o the Stewarts estate where the small
Caranza lived. She describes him as fabulous specimen of the breed of about 1.4 kg in
weight with a dark red long coat, ruby red eyes, tail like that of a squirrel and fringed ears.
His body was slightly longer than his height atthe shoulder and he had a perfect head; she
adds that he was the most beautiful and adorable creature she had ever seen. She also
describes this old house belonging to the Stewarts: ovens were built in the walls and
inside these ovens they kept Chihuahua bitches with their puppies; also, these ovens were
Kept atthe right temperature thanks to the fire burning in the fireplace. The public interest, at
least in the early years, went to the smooth coated variety. In 1905 we have the first
Chihuahua champion: it was a female whose name was Beppie and belonging to LA Mc
Lean. Her title was registered with the AKC in 1908. The Chihuahua Club of America was
founden in February 1323 by a small number of pioneers of the breed; the drafing of the.
standard was a difficult one due to diferent opinions on whatthe ideal tail should be like! In
1924 the American Kennel Club offcialy recognized the breed. In 1926 the AKC was the
first club to recognize both varieties and offering prize money at the Sesqui-Centennial Int
Dog Show. In 1928 Don Gringo was the first Chihuahua to become intemational champion
In June 1952 the Board of the American Kennel Club agreed to separafe the two coat
varleties so that they could be judged separately. This gave new impulse to the popularity of
the long coated varisty. Until the present day, in the United States the breed has been
getting more and more popular.
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We can consider the United Kingdom as the second homeland of the breed. In 1902 Chaco was the first Chihuahuato be shown at Richmond in 1907 we.
have the first two registrations with Topsy and Prince. Mrs. Powel of London was the true pioneer of the breed. Unfortunately, her dogs were killed in a
bombing during the Second Worid War. We have to wait the end of the war to see new imports into England from the United States; the first import to be
registered was a bitch puppy named Una of Phoenix. Again in 1949 the British Chihuahua Club was founded. Since the war, Chihuahuas became popular
all over the world. In ltaly, pioneers of the breed were Count Giovanni and Countess Licia Lanza di Mazzarino who, since the end of the Fiflies, imported the
first Chinuahuas and started to breed them with the “di Brusuglio” kennel name. In 1950 we have 5 Chihuahuas registered with the ltalian Kennel Club
(ENCI);that same year three imports became Htalian champions. We have two Chihuahuas registered in 1956 and two more in 1957. Eight Chinuahuas
were registered in 1962, 17 in 1963, 8 in 1964, 23in 1965 and 12 in 1966. In 1991 we have 155 smooth coated Chihuahuas registered and 48 long coated
ones; in 1996 260 smooth coats and 90 long coats. Since the half of the 1990s in Htaly we See an ever growing popularity of the breed. Registrations with
the ENCI see 364 smooth coated Chihuahuas and 190 long coated ones in 2000, 726 in 2002, 770 in 2003, 989 in 2004, 1107 in 2008, 1177 in 2006, 1418
in 2007, 1388 in 2008, 2000 in 2009 and 2644 in 2010!

In Htaly the breed s protected by the breed club, Club Cani Compagnia, a society which si recognized by the ltalian Kennel Club (ENCI) since 1953




